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Re:  Medical Deferred Action Program and Abraham Navarrete Morales 

Dear Acting Director Cuccinelli and Acting Director Albence: 

In a letter dated September 4, 2019, twenty Attorneys General expressed 
alarm in response to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
decision on August 7, 2019, to discontinue the long-established policy of deferring 
action against residents who suffer from grave medical conditions.  I am pleased 
that the Department of Homeland Security reconsidered this matter and announced 
on September 19, 2019, that “USCIS is resuming its consideration of non-military 
deferred action on a discretionary, case-by-case basis.”   

But the effect of the original decision to rescind this policy has now reached 
the shores of Michigan, in which the regional office for Detroit has not responded to 
a request of a man, 30-year-old Abraham Navarrete Morales, whose request for 
extension has been pending since December 2018.  Despite his repeated efforts to 
obtain a response these past ten months, the USCIS of Detroit has not answered his 
request for an extension.  This silence has left Mr. Navarrete Morales in grave 
danger, with only a week worth of his medication remaining that is necessary to 
maintain the kidney he received by transplant from the University of Michigan in 
June 2018.   

Navarrete Morales’ plight underscores the importance of this policy.  Without 
it, the lives of those residents who have previously received the deferment would be 
placed in jeopardy.  The policy has existed for decades, granting foreign nationals 
who are residents deferred action while they receive essential medical services here 
in the United States. 
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This is the reason that I am writing.  Despite the restoration of the policy, 
Mr. Navarrete Morales has still not received a response from his request to receive 
an additional deferment.  Mr. Navarrete Morales has been left in an impossible 
position where he would be unable to afford the necessary medicine in his country of 
origin.  As a result of the resumption of this policy, I am hopeful that your agency 
may finally respond to Abraham Navarrete Morales and grant him an extension of 
his deferment.  Given his employment for more than three years here in Michigan 
and the fact that private insurance was covering the cost of his medication, his 
predicament discloses the wisdom of restoring the decades-old policy. 

Like the other Attorneys General in their September 4 letter, I am committed 
to ensuring that ill residents like Abraham Navarrete Morales in Michigan may 
continue to live here and receive the medical care to enable them to live.  These are 
standards of basic decency.   

In short, I ask you to grant a deferment to Mr. Navarrete Morales 
immediately so that he may obtain the medication he needs, which may only occur 
if he can show that he is authorized to continue to stay in Michigan.  This 
deferment policy has governed this country for more than a generation, and it has 
been a benchmark of this country’s longstanding commitment to life and liberty. 

Sincerely, 
 

                                                                       
Dana Nessel 
Michigan Attorney General 

DN:hlg 
cc: Michael Klinger, USCIS Detroit Field Office Director 

Mirash Dedvukaj, District Director of the Detroit Field Office of USCIS 
 Brad Thomson, Attorney for Abraham Navarrete Morales 


